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cession by the name of Bala Saheb. The in-
trigues and passing occurrences of that court like-
wise promised equally to give the long-sought op-
portunity of establishing a subsidiary connexion
with the Nagpoor state. The question, whether
or no the Supreme Government should now direct
its efforts to the accomplishment of these two ob-
jects, was thus forced upon the consideration of
the Governor-general in council, in the month of
April 1816.

There was but one opinion in respect to the
policy of forming the connexion with Nagpoor,
which was  accordingly resolved upon the mo-
ment the question was brought forward.    That
with Bhopal had hitherto been regarded rather
as an'alternative, to be adopted in consequence
of the impossibility of forming one with Nag-
poor, or as a necessary precaution against the
designs'of a hostile Mahratta confederation: now,
however,  it   presented itself in  a new light;
and the point to be determined was, whether,
having the means of establishing the British influ-
ence at Nagpoor, the advantage of extending it in
the direction of the Nerbudda, whenever the oc-
casion offeredj by the annexation of Bhopal, the
territories of which lay opportunely contiguous,
and presented advantages both of offence and "de-
fence, against the Pindarees; did not call foy its
adoption yet more strongly than before.   It was
now recommended, not only as a measure of de-